Infallible

A Warning/Exploration/Thought Experiment/Game of the New Young Gods

by Sean Cox

a 24 Hour RPG
writtin for RPGGeek's
2015 24 Hour RPG Contest
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Date: Wed, 23 Sep 2015 13:22:48 +0000 (UTC)

From: Sabin K <ThatsMissQueen3943@yahoo.com>

Reply-To: Sabin K <ThatsMissQueen3943@yahoo.com>

To: Everyone <List_All_Contacts>

Subject: Gods

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;
boundary="----=_Part_411497_1264219357.1443032568938"

Content-Length: 11935

So | think a god just killed my friend or something worse.

We were on a road trip. Kind of impromptu. He just asked who wasn't busy and who could drive him
someplace far off. | agreed. he said no smart phones, no internet, no social media. | thought, "cool. Get
off the grid. Less FaceTime, more real face to face" time you know? | thought it was a social statement
he was trying to make.

Well he had this fire in him. A panic almost. And he was frantically scribbling away in this notebook. |
ask him to take over driving for me because I'm not feeling well, and he reluctantly agrees. Says he
needs the time"to write, but he's afraid to say aloud what. Crazy stuff, but this whole trip is crazy and
fun and impulsive, so | don't think much of it. | get tired. | want to stop for the night. He says he can
down a bunch of coffee or something and we can power through it. He'll do all the driving. | say no. not
in my car do we drive 24 hours straight. So we get a hotel. He insists no wifi, bad signal. His stay off
social media kick, right?

Well, he's been scribbling away all night on his bed, and I'm tired so | say I'm turning out the lights. He
steps out. Wakes me up when he comes back in, still writing. Disappears into the bathroom. | can't get
back to sleep so | pull out my smart phone. No biggie, right? | mean, the purpose is to enjoy us time
(which he has not made enjoyable), so | can steal a minute while we're apart to check my feeds. | go on
Twitter just to let everyone know about this crazy adventure I'm on when suddenly | hear him talking to
someone in the bathroom.

| take a peek through a crack in the door and there's this blue haired teen. Didn't see him come in. |
guess my friend brought him with him when he came back? So they are arguing, things are getting
tense. Blue kid says, "You're going to get on twitter and take back everything you said about me!" and
then bam! poof! My friend is just gone. And | start getting tweets from him, saying Twitter is his life
now. He never had a twitter account. But get this, his account is trying to talk to me. Telling me things
as if he were in the room with me. | can see his profile picture looking at me. Not staring straight
forward like some pictures do, but actually watching. Following me with its eyes. And the blue kid is just
gone. | think he did some magic or something so | panic. Collapse into a crying heap on the floor. | mean
this can't be real, right?

Then | see these pages, what my friend has been writing for the past day. | read them, and holy hell
guys, | think the god of Twitter just turned him into an account. Like no body, just living 140 characters
at a time. I'm scanning the pages in to spread the word, but here's the gist in case you can't read his
handwriting.

Gods are real. They are formed when enough people care strongly enough about a thing. As such, new
gods are formed every day, and like anyone born yesterday, they aren't the smartest or completely in
control of what they can do. They are omnipotent and infallible, they can't fail, but they can still screw



things up and make things worse while technically succeeding.

Each of these gods, unless something terrible happened to the old god of something broad like war or
wind, is the god of something specific like Apple products or Starbucks or beards or vinyl. (I think
hipsters make new gods every day). In that one narrow field, they will do what they want the way they
want it to happen 100% of the time. In a broader but related domain of influence, they will get things
perfectly right 40% of the time. The other 60% even though they did what they set out to do, they
screwed things up somehow. They also have other minor areas where they dabble, totalling 100%, but
with no area exceeding 25%.

When acting, unless they are 100% guaranteed to succeed, they have to make a check to see how well
they do. Essentialy, how close to their perfect out come did they come. The value of their domain plus
random chance (1-100) gives you a rough idea of how often they succeed and how close they get. 99%
is almost perfect. 3% or 4%? Success by the most abstract definition but things went horribly wrong, not
the way the god wanted. When they compete, Perfect ability (100) trumps lesser. Some ability trumps
no ability. Better trumps not as good. And equally good is pure chance.

The only way to kill them is to destroy the importance of what the are based on (if people lose interest
in disco, the god of disco stops being a god and instead just some disco obsessed person), or to put
them in a situation in which they cannot succeed, thus disproving their infallibility and forcing their
deity mantle onto someone else.

Spread the word. They killed my friend. They have to be stopped. Use these notes to imagine what it's
like to be them so we can understand how they work and how to resist.

-K.S.
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